In the evening Inglis announced that the whole
garrison and all the non-combatants were to evacu-
ate the Residency position on the following night
and retire on Cawnpore. Sir Colin's decision was
ill received by the garrison. Often as they had
longed to see the last of them, they were now loth
to abandon the defences they had held for a
hundred and forty days, against such odds, with so
much labour and blood. The prospect of evacuation
was a black one for the sick and wounded. It was
said that no baggage could be taken away, so the
ladies began fitting their clothes with extra pockets
to carry their personal treasures.
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